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David has led the Montshire Museum from a 
fledgling enterprise to a nationally recognized 
center for science learning. 

Under David’s leadership Montshire Mu-
seum has developed their capacity for high- 
quality science education. He helped form the 
Montshire School Partnership Initiative that 
supports science education in the region’s 
rural K–8 schools by building capacity and in-
frastructure for high-quality science programs. 
Montshire Museum has become a national 
model, attracting research and program sup-
port from numerous private foundations and 
federal agencies including the National 
Science Foundation (NSF), Department of 
Education (DOE), National Aeronautic and 
Space Administration (NASA), National Oce-
anic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH). 

As Montshire’s executive director, David 
was instrumental in creating the partnership 
between Dartmouth College and the Montshire 
Museum, known as the Dartmouth-Montshire 
Institute for Science Education, a collaborative 
effort drawing upon the resources of these two 
leading institutions to better serve the edu-
cational needs of Vermont and New Hamp-
shire. During David’s tenure, Montshire be-
came an official interpretive site for the Silvio 
O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge in 
1995. 

David’s leadership extends beyond the 
Montshire Museum. He currently serves on 
the executive committee of the New England 
Museum Association and key committees of 
the Association of Science and Technology 
Centers. He serves as an evaluator for the 
Museum Assessment Program of the Amer-
ican Alliance of Museums. David has been 
recognized with the first annual New Hamp-
shire Corporate Fund Award for Excellence in 
Nonprofit Management, and represented 
Montshire at a White House reception with 
President Clinton recognizing Montshire as the 
first recipient of the National Award for Mu-
seum Service. 

Mr. Speaker, David has provided the 
Montshire Museum with many years of re-
markable service and his lasting legacy is im-
mediately clear to anyone who visits the mu-
seum. While we will miss his exemplary lead-
ership, the Board of Trustees is fully com-
mitted to maintaining the high standards that 
he has established for the Montshire’s edu-
cational programs, exhibits, facilities and vis-
itor services. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 27, 2015 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate the Honorable Michael B. Ryan 
on his retirement as Mayor of Lake Como, 
New Jersey. As a mayor, union member, and 
United States Army Veteran, Mayor Ryan em-
bodies the American spirit and his contribu-
tions are truly deserving of this body’s recogni-
tion. 

Mayor Ryan has been an outstanding public 
servant and labor advocate for both New Jer-

sey and his home state of California. Mayor 
Ryan’s introduction to labor and politics began 
in his native California, but he continued his 
efforts upon moving to New Jersey after 
marrying his wife, Marlene Brown. Mayor 
Ryan dedicated many years to leading his 
community as a council member, council 
president and mayor. Although retiring from 
elected office, Mayor Ryan remains active in 
local and state politics. For nearly 20 years, 
he has been Democratic Municipal Chairman 
of South Belmar and Lake Como. He has also 
been elected to the New Jersey State Demo-
cratic Committee and previously served as 
President of the South Belmar Democratic 
Club. Mayor Ryan is also committed to pro-
tecting labor rights, currently serving as Sec-
retary Treasurer of the Monmouth and Ocean 
Counties Central Labor Council AFL-CIO and 
as a member of Teamsters-GCIU 612M. 

In addition to his work in the public and 
labor sectors, Mayor Ryan is an Account Rep-
resentative at Dimensional Management Cor-
poration and is an active member of the com-
munity, volunteering at Camp Zehnder YMCA, 
serving as an usher at St. Rose Church and 
as a member of the Friendly Sons of the Shil-
lelagh of the Jersey Shore and the Friendly 
Sons of St. Patrick. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in 
congratulating Mayor Michael Ryan on his re-
tirement. It is my hope that my colleagues will 
join me in thanking him for his leadership and 
service to the Borough of Lake Como. 
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DETECTIVE SERGEANT THOMAS 
TROMMELEN 
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OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 27, 2015 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Detective Sergeant Thomas 
Trommelen who, after 30 years of service to 
the City of Paterson as Supervisor of the 
Paterson Police Department’s Special Inves-
tigations Unit, is being honored for his retire-
ment celebration tonight on Friday, February 
27, 2015. 

A native son of Paterson, Detective Ser-
geant Trommelen has devoted his career to 
serving the community that raised him, most 
notably serving as Detective Sergeant in the 
Special Investigations Unit. 

A graduate of Paterson’s Don Bosco Tech-
nical High School, Detective Sergeant 
Trommelen first pursued his passion for public 
service as an emergency medical technician 
for Paterson’s Fire Department. After dis-
playing exemplary valor serving those in crit-
ical need, Detective Sergeant Trommelen was 
appointed as a Patrolman for the Passaic 
County Park Police Department and then, on 
November 4, 1985, found his true calling as a 
Patrolman with the Paterson Police Depart-
ment. 

During his time as a Patrolman for the 
Paterson Police Department, Detective Ser-
geant Trommelen strived to uphold the depart-
ment’s mission, which is, ‘‘to preserve the 
peace and to protect and serve all who live or 
work in, as well as those who travel through, 

our city and in so doing, make a meaningful 
contribution to the quality of life in our commu-
nity.’’ Detective Sergeant Trommelen’s enthu-
siasm for public service and extraordinary 
work ethic in the Patrol Division prompted him 
to be assigned a permanent position to 
Paterson’s Narcotics Division, a move that 
would greatly benefit the City of Paterson over 
the next three decades. Tasked with address-
ing the city’s vice issues, Detective Sergeant 
Trommelen proved to be a formidable force 
within the department, receiving commenda-
tions, awards and respect amongst his col-
leagues and peers alike. He has also served 
at the Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office as 
an ‘Expert Witness’ in the area of narcotics 
enforcement working with the DEA, FBI and 
other Federal Agencies in combating the 
plague of narcotics in and around the City of 
Paterson. 

Residing in Clifton, Detective Sergeant 
Trommelen has been married to this wife 
Joann for 25 years and they have two adult 
children, Alyssa and Tommy. Detective Ser-
geant Trommelen and his family sustained a 
life changing event in December of 1997 when 
he lost his older brother John, a Port Authority 
Police Officer, to a heart attack. However, he 
took tragedy and turned it into a positive force 
through serving his community, the Knights of 
Columbus and St. Phillips the Apostle Parish, 
for many years. Just in the past few years, he 
has solicited the donation, managed the col-
lection of and organized the distribution of 
thousands of jackets and pairs of shoes for 
Paterson’s children. 

As Co-Chair of the Congressional Law En-
forcement Caucus, I am honored to acknowl-
edge Detective Sergeant Trommelen who has 
been a tremendous leader, mentor, and public 
servant in my hometown of Paterson. There is 
no doubt, in the minds of his family, friends 
and colleagues that the civic minded Detective 
Sergeant Trommelen will continue to ‘Serve & 
Protect’ for many years to come. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing and commemorating 
the achievements of individuals such as De-
tective Sergeant Thomas Trommelen. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Sgt. Trommelen’s coworkers, family 
and friends, all those whose lives he has 
touched, and me, in recognizing the career of 
Detective Sergeant Thomas Trommelen. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 27, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,133,356,358,144.49. We’ve 
added $7,506,479,309,231.41 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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